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DEPARTMENT OF MODERN CULTURE & MEDIA

PRISONS, ASYLUMS AND
OTHER (EXTRA)ORDINARY

INSTITUTIONS
Summer Session 1999

Ian_Robert_Douglas@Brown.edu
 Visiting Scholar, Box 1831

“Everything is dangerous”, wrote Michel Foucault.  We will test this hypothesis by
looking closely at the birth of modern society and its various institutions.  Through
close readings of several of Foucault’s texts (including Madness & Civilization,                                 
Discipline and Punish and The History of Sexuality                              ), this course will serve as a                                    
radical introduction to the politics of social order.  Examining asylums, hospitals,
prisons, factories, funfairs, and schools we will uncover the power relations that
codify modern existence; the domains of everyday experience around which our
lives revolve.
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TEXTS

There is no single text for this unit, nor
should we seek one.  We will be
approaching some of the most important,
urgent, and curious problematics
underpinning the politics of the modern
world.  Our archive is everything you see
before you in your daily existence.  But we
need new eyes to see it.  It’s not apparent;
it’s hidden, it’s underground.  For our
purposes I have selected a diverse group
of thinkers and writers that will act
something like markers on a landscape; by
which--in our investigations--we will set our
compass.  The thinkers that fascinate me--
those who will be our eyes and ears here--
try not only to understand surfaces, but
precisely the very geology of politics; the
dark web of tunnels and passages that lie beneath the landscape upon which we
find ourselves; the political functioning of the societies into which we’re born.   

If you seek, and have the will to understand our contemporary world - its
codes, regularities and impulses - you will find many voices here will speak to you.
Go calmly.  Make the world a puzzle!

SEMINAR FORMAT & TOPICS

Each session will be a mix of tutor- and student-led discussion.
Seminars will be 4 hours, twice weekly.  
I propose to run things as follows:
Each session will begin with opening comments by myself.  We will then go to

discuss specific texts and readings.  In addition to our collective efforts, for each
session one or more students will be given special responsibility for guiding/leading
the discussion, and teasing out the key questions of the seminar as a whole.  This
is an important task, and will be reflected in the assessment structure of the
course.  As tutor I will be involved at every turn.  The aim, however, is to have you
all, as participants, begin to able to stand on your own two feet--intellectually--and
develop the capacity for critical and responsive thought.  As the course
progresses our aim will aim to become less ‘class-like', and more akin to a cohesive
research group, brought together around a particular problematic (delinquency,
health, education, madness, etc.).  Everyone will be encouraged to participate as
equals.

In addition to this syllabus/outline, handouts will be circulated, when and where
appropriate.  These may take the form  of  relevant  questions  for further
thought/suggestions for the assessed written paper, a narrative guideline of the
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themes of the course/session, or just my favourite quote of the moment.1  Each
session will be accompanied—where appropriate—with a film screening.  This is an
integral and important part of our learning, and not simply for entertainment.

The topics are as follows.

week one

1) Introduction “Institutions and cultural critique”
      •  on modern social order and the politics
      of dissent
2) Archaelogy
      •  on the aesthetics of modern building types

week two

3) The Asylum
      •  on the segregation of the normal and the
      pathological
4) The Hospital
      •  on the emergence of the body as a domain
      of investment

week three

5) The Barracks
      •  on the organization of muscles and fibres
6) The Prison
      •  weeding out ‘dangerous individuals’

week four

7) The School
      •  on the fight against moral and social ignorance
8) The Factory
      •  on the uses of productive forces

week five

8) The Highway
      •  motion and mobility as disciplinary

technologies
10) The Playground
      •  on distractions, rewards, and legitimate

idleness

week six

11) The Family
      •  on the reproduction and internalization
      of ‘government’
12) The Self
      •  “taking account of oneself”: the emergence
      of conscience

                                                
1 These will—when appropriate—be given out during the relevant session and not distributed in
advance.  I want you to think for yourself, rather than mirror whatever I might think or say.
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SEMINAR LEADERS

1.  Topics will be allocated at the end of the first  week’s session.  Please take a
little time beforehand to think about which topic interests, puzzles, excites, or
confuses you.  If possible we will try to ensure that people’s preferences are met.
In thinking about which session you might like to help guide, please remember that
oftentimes it is both more interesting and challenging to tackle a topic that you
find at first to be unusual/daunting.  The very best discussions emerge when we
are all pushed beyond the realms of our usual experiences.

2.  Though our main objective will be to get somewhere in our intellectual thinking,
the role of the seminar leader is also to think about how best to technically achieve
this.  We will have access to overhead projectors, chalkboards, audio-visuals, etc.
If, as leader, you would like the discussion to focus on a particular
quotation/image/document (film even), contact me beforehand and we can think
together about how best to do whatever you propose.

SEMINAR READINGS

For each session there will usually be one or two ‘main texts’.  These are essential.
I have tried to make them as direct and as short as possible.  

For each session, additional key historical and supplementary texts  are
also listed.  It isn’t expected that you read each of these, but it will aid your
understanding if you dip into them.

If you run into problems email me.  Alternatively, leave a message at my office
(Rm 105) at 130 Hope Street (Box 1831, extn: 2420 ).

Read as widely and as deeply as possible.  There are several great libraries in
walking distance (e.g., the Rhode Island Historical Society, the John Hay Library,
the John Carter Brown Library, the Science Library etc.)  

The best students (and scholars)
are always great detectives;
rediscovering lost thinkers, silenced
voices; old ghosts and forgotten
graves.  

ASSESSMENT

See page 23  of this handout.

OTHER SOURCES

You should be aware of world events
passing around you.  Look out for
subplots and fragments of
knowledges in films, on TV, passing
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conversations in the street,
throughout your daily lives.  

Try to read more widely than
‘academic texts’.  Literature, science,
pop music, channel surfing, the
underground; it is all your domain of
study.  

Time is always limited of course,
but do what you can.

Of journals, I find the following to
be the best:

• Radical Philosophy
• Semiotext(e)
• Theory, Culture and Society
• Economy and Society
• Political Theory

INTELLECTUAL GENEALOGY OF THE COURSE

More perhaps than most courses, it is helpful for this unit to read as widely as
possible.  As this unit has been inspired first and foremost by the intellectual
passion of Michel Foucault (1926-1984), by the way of an introduction to the
broader intellectual framework within which the sets of concerns that we will
discuss are located, I would recommend the following.  Though important and
useful, these biographies and summaries cannot take the place of engaging with
the actual texts.

Miller, James (1994) The Passion of Michel Foucault Flamingo (a subtle and accomplished 
biographical analysis of Foucault’s philosophical life)

Macey, David (1993) The Lives of Michel Foucault Vintage
Pasquino, Pasquale (1986) 'Michel Foucault (1926-84): The Will to Knowledge' Economy and 

Society  Vol 15 No 1 February
Dumm, Thomas L. (1996) Michel Foucault and the Politics of Freedom Sage

WARNING: THE CONTENTS OF THE FOLLOWING READINGS COULD
SERIOUSLY UNBUTTON YOUR WORLD!
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1)     INTRODUCTION : “INSTITUTIONS AND CULTURAL CRITIQUE      ”

Main Text    

Gilles, Deleuze (1995) ‘A Portrait of Foucault’,
Negotiations, 1972-1990  Columbia

Foucault, Michel (1979) ‘The Life of Infamous
Men’, in Foss, Paul and Morris, Meaghan,
Power, Truth, Strategy  AU: Feral, pp. 76-91

Summary     

What is the problem to which social
institutions are the solution?  What exactly are
social institutions?

In this session we introduce the notion that
“institutions” are not merely “buildings”.
Rather “institutions” will be taken as
“practices”, or “techniques”.  We will be
interested in the internal spaces of the actual
buildings we will look at (prisons, asylums,
etc.)  We will be interested not so much in the
actual history of these buildings, but the
contingent--unstable--history of the
rationalities they represent.  So when we look
at the prison we’re interested in a range of
rationalities whose aim it is to rehabilitate (and
also to punish).  When we look at the hospital
what will concern us is the rationality at work
within which targets the body as a domain of
intervention and modification.

In this session we will introduce the idea
that “institutions” are first and foremost to be
seen as the polyvalent ways in which we
emerge in the world; the ways in which
we—as human beings—regularize things,
secure ourselves in the world.

This question--the critique of institutions
(concieved as practical rationalities of all kinds
of forms) has been perhaps the most
important domain of political critique in the
20thC.  We will jump into this world of political
criticism through the lens of a cultural
movement which emerges (loosely) in France
in particular in the early to late 1960s.
Clustered around several incredible, vibrant,
irreverant thinkers--among them, Michel
Foucault, Gilles Deleuze, Felix Guattari, Jean-
François Lyotard and Paul Virilio--we will open
a route to rethinking the whole world.

Film       

Clockwork Orange
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Historical Text     

Nietzsche, Friedrich (1967) On the Genealogy of Morals  NY, Vintage

Supplimentary Readings     

Canetti, Elias (1973) Crowds and Power  Penguin
Caputo, John and Yount, Mark (ed) (1993) Foucault and the critique of institutions

Pennsylvania State University Press
Cassirer, Ernst (1946) The Myth of the State Yale University Press (Chapters X-XIII)
Haynes, Peter (1992) The People and the Mob Praeger
Hindess, Barry (1987) 'Rationality and the Characterization of Modern Society' in Whimster, 

Sam and Lash, Scott Max Weber, Rationality and Modernity Allen and Unwin
Gehlen, Arnold (1978) Man in the Age of Technology Columbia University Press
Nietzsche, Friedrich (1986) Human, all too Human: A Book for Free Spirits  Cambridge
O’Neill, John (1987) ‘The Disciplinary Society: from Weber to Foucault’, British Journal of 

Sociology Vol 37, pp. 42-60.
Turner, Brian (1987) 'The Rationalization of the Body: Reflections on Modernity and Discipline'

in Whimster, Sam and Lash, Scott Max Weber, Rationality and Modernity Allen and Unwin
Soltan, Karol, Uslaner, Eric M. and Haufler, Virginia (eds) (1998) Institutions and social order

University of Michigan Press

In addition to the authors/texts listed throughout this syllabus, there is of course the primary material
of that whole mass of administrators, theologians, public technicians, jurists, scientists, economists,
philanthropists and cartographers who participated in the birth and development of the modern
world as we know it.  Don’t forget the archives of decrees, regulations and registers within which is
inscripted the actual practices of population and environmental control whose intensity this course
aims to restore.  Here are just a few of these figures (in no particular order) that you might have fun
tracking down: Da Vinci, Lipsius, Gustavus Adolphus, Richelieu, Colbert, Bacon, Harvey, Willis,
Frederick II, Justi, Sonnenfels, Darjes, Turgot, Gerhard, Rohr, Zincke, Schröder, Beccaria, Hamilton,
Pinel, Lamarck, Ferguson, Babbage, Bentham, Clausewitz, Cuvier, Humboldt .. the list could go on ..

2)       ARCHAEOLOGY     

Main Text    

Markus, Thomas A. (1993) Buildings and Power:
freedom and control in the origins of modern
building types  Routledge

Summary     

Having stated in the first session that
“institutions” are more than mere buildings, we
reverse all this--if only for a moment--to remind
ourselves that though the rationalities are more
important than the bricks and mortar, the bricks
and mortar (in other words the building type
itself) is significant, and shouldn’t be overlooked.

Hence we will look again at the actual
buildings that do surround us (schools,
universities, prisons, asylums, hospitals).  Many
of the institutions which govern our lives—these
buildings within and around which our lives
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unfold—are designed specificallywith their
functionality in mind.  How do these rationalities,
with which we will be concerned in the sessions
to follow, translate into real, actual, material
spaces?

Historical Texts    

Bentham, Jeremy (c1995) The Panopticon
Writings Verso

Supplementary Readings     

Barnett, Jonathan (1986) The Elusive City: five 
centuries of design, ambition and 
miscalculation  Harper and Row

Konvitz, Josef W. (1985) The urban millennium: 
the city building process from the early 
Middle Ages to the present  South Illinois 
University Press

Markus, Thomas A. (eds) (1993) Order in space and society: architectural form and its context
in the Scottish Enlightenment  Edinburgh, Mainstream

Mumford, Lewis, (1961) The city in history: its origins, its transformations, and its prospects
Harcourt Brace

Rosenau, Helen (1959) The ideal city in its architectural evolution  Routledge
Seaborne, Malcolm Vivian John (1971-77) The English school: its architecture and 

organization London, Routledge and K. Paul
Semple, Janet  (1993) Bentham's prison: a study of the panopticon penitentiary  Oxford: 

Clarendon Press
Sennett, Richard (1994) Flesh and Stone: The Body and the City in Western 

Civilization Faber and Faber

3)      THE ASYLUM

Main Texts    

Foucault, Michel (1967) Madness and
Civilization: A History of Insanity in the Age of
Reason  Tavistock (Chapters 1, 2 and 9)

Foucault, Michel (1996) ‘The Abnormals’ in
Ethics: Subjectivity and Truth The New Press

Foucault, Michel (1988) 'The Dangerous
Individual' in Politics, Philosophy, Culture:
Interviews and Other Writings: 1977-1984 (ed)
Lawrence Kritzman Routledge

Summary     

If someone is said to have been
“institutionalised”, the first thing we think of is
madness.  But how deeply do we really think of
the question of madness?  Why is it necessary,
in the societies in which we live, to confine
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certain people?  This session looks at the
amazing multiple questions that surround man’s
relation to reason, to “Others”, to his rational self.

When beggars, delinquents and libertines had
been tolerated in cities and towns for years, why
is it that they are expellled, imprisoned, killed and
hospitalized at the beginning of the Classical
age?

Film       

The Madness of King George

Historical Text     

Pinel, Philippe (c1962) A treatise on insanity
Hafner Pub. Co.

Supplementary Readings     

Bynum, W.F. , Porter, Roy and Shepherd, Michael (1985) The Anatomy of Madness: People 
and Ideas Vol 1 Tavistock

_____ (1985) The Anatomy of Madness: Institutions and Society .. Vol 2.Tavistock
_____ (1988) The Anatomy of Madness: The Asylum and its ... Vol.3 Tavistock
Castel, Robert (1990) The Regulation of Madness: The Origins of Incarceration in France 

Polity
Castel, Robert, Castel, Francois and Lovell, Anne (1982) The Psychiatric Society Columbia 

University Press
Foucault, Michel 1988) 'Confinement, Psychiatry, Prison' in Politics, Philosophy, Culture: 

Interviews and Other Writings: 1977-1984 (ed) Lawrence Kritzman  Routledge
_____ (1996a) ‘Madness Only Exists in Society’ in Foucault Live: Collected Interviews, 

1961-1984 (ed) Sylvère Lotringer Semiotext(e)
_____ (1996c) ‘Sorcery and Madness’ in Foucault Live: Collected Interviews, 1961-1984 (ed) 

Sylvère Lotringer Semiotext(e)
_____ (1996d) ‘Rituals of Exclusion’ in Foucault Live: Collected Interviews, 1961-1984 (ed) 

Sylvère Lotringer Semiotext(e)
_____ (1996e) ‘The Social Extension of the Norm’ in Foucault Live: Collected Interviews, 

1961-1984 (ed) Sylvère Lotringer Semiotext(e)
_____ (1996) ‘Schizo-Culture: On Prisons and Psychiatry’ in Foucault Live: 

Collected Interviews, 1961-1984 (ed) Sylvère Lotringer Semiotext(e)
Goffman, Erving (1968) Asylums: essays on the social situation of mental patients and other 

inmates Chicago
Grob, Gerald (1966) The State and the Mentally Ill University of North Carolina
Gutting, Gary (1994) 'Foucault and the History of Madness' in Gutting, Gary (ed) The 

Cambridge Companion to Foucault  Cambridge
Porter, Roy (1987) A Social History of Madness: Stories of the Insane Phoenix
Rose, Nikolas (1996) 'Psychiatry as a political science: advanced liberalism and the 

administration of risk' History of the Human Sciences Vol 9 No 2 p.1-23
Rothman, David J. (1971) The discovery of the asylum: social order and disorder in the new 

republic  Boston, Little Brown
Szasz, Thomas Stephen (1970) The manufacture of madness; a comparative study of the 

Inquisition and the mental health movement  New York, Harper & Row
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4)      THE HOSPITAL     

Main Texts    

Foucault, Michel (1973) The Birth of the
Clinic: An Archaeology of Medical Perception
Routledge

Foucault, Michel (1978) ‘Right of Death and
the Power over Life’ in The History of
Sexuality, Volume 1 Penguin

Foucault, Michel (1980) ‘The Politics of Health
in the Eighteenth Century’ in
Power/Knowledge: Selectted Interviews and
Other Writings, 1972-1977 (ed) Colin
Gordon Harvester Wheatsheaf

Summary     

Along with the internment of the mad, the
dangerous, the useless, came a new concern
for the positive health of the human body.
This session investigates the emergence of
a rationality of medical perception that takes
the body as its experimental ground; both for
the aim of knowing more about the human
condition (opening bodies up to the light of
reason), but also--more profoundly--to bring
bodies to order; or better still, bring order to
the body.  We rarely think of health, of
hospitals as “disciplinary institutions”.

We will here.

Film       

Outbreak

Historical         Text    

Bichat, Xavier (c1977) Physiological researches
on life and death (translated F. Gold)  New York:
Arno Press

Supplementary Readings     

Baker, Robert, Porter, Dorothy and Porter, Roy 
(1993-5) (eds) The Codification of medical 
morality: historical and philosophical studies 
of the formalization of Western medical 
morality in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries Kluwer Academic Publishers

Canguilhem, Georges (c1991) The Normal and 
the Pathological Zone Books
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Delaporte, Francois (1994) 'The History of Medicine according to Foucault' in Foucault and
the Writing of History (ed) Goldstein, Jan Blackwell

Donley, Carol  and Buckley, Sheryl (1996) (eds) The tyranny of the normal: an anthology 
Kent State University Press

Fox, Christopher, Porter, Roy S. Porter, and Wokler, Robert  (1995) (eds) Inventing human 
science: eighteenth-century domains Berkeley: University of California Press

Freidson, Eliot. (1963) (ed) The hospital in modern society Free Press of Glencoe
Freund, Peter E.S. (1982) The Civilized Body: Social Domination, Control, and Health Temple

University Press
Gatens, Moira (1996) Imaginary bodies: ethics, power and corporeality Routledge
Hillman, David and Mazzio, Carla (eds) (1997) The body in parts: fantasies of corporeality in 

early modern Europe  Routledge
Jones, Colin and Porter, Roy (1992) (eds) Reassessing Foucault : power, medicine and the 

body Routledge
Kern, Stephen (1975) Anatomy and destiny: a cultural history of the human body

Indianapolis : Bobbs-Merrill
McNeill, William H. (1977) Plagues and Peoples Anchor Books
Osborne, Thomas (1996) 'Security and vitality: drains, liberalism and power in the nineteenth 

century' in Barry, Andrew, Osborne, Thomas and Rose, Nikolas (eds) Foucault and 
Political Reason: Liberalism, neo-liberalism and rationalities of government UCL Press

Porter, Roy (1987) Disease, medicine and society in England, 1550-1860 Macmillian
Sawday, Jonathan (1995) The Body Emblazoned: Dissection and the Human Body in 

Renaissance Culture  London: Routledge
Stafford, Barbara Maria (1991) Body criticism: imaging the unseen in 

Enlightenment art and medicine MIT Press
Turner, Bryan S (1992) Regulating bodies: essays in medical sociology Routledge

5)      THE BARRACKS     

Main Texts    

Foucault, Michel (1997) ‘Society Must be
Defended’ in Rabinow, Paul (ed) Ethics:
Subjectivity and Truth  The New Press

Weber, Max (c1948) 'The Origins of Discipline in
War' in Gerth, H.H. and Mills, C.Wright From Max
Weber: Essays in Sociology Routledge

Oestreich, Gerhard (1982) Neostoicism and the
early modern state  Cambridge

Summary     

Have you ever been fascinated—captivated--
by the idea of “the military”?  We see recruiting
ads. for the Army Marines; but who of us
imagines actually being the cold automaton,
upbearing and standing forward?  You do?

In this session we will look at the origins of military training and discipline, and place it in the
context of the modern society this course aims to delineate.  Before you can get your men to
run at the enemy—as did Frederick II—you have to get them to stand firmly in place; to
respond with constant and predictable humour.  In other words, you have to ‘build’ men out of
formless clay.  We will investigate the military as a disciplinary space traversed with
rationalities of permission and prohibition.
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Film       

Full Metal Jacket

Historical         Text    

Clausewitz, Carl von (1976) On War  Princeton
(especially Book 2, sections II and III, the whole
of Book 3, sections X to XIII of Book 4, and
sections I, II, and VI of Book Eight)  

Supplementary Readings     

Clausewitz, Carl von, (1942)  Principles of war Harrisburg, Pa., The Military service 
publishing company

_____ (1992) Historical and political writings  N.J: Princeton University Press
Gilbert, Felix (1986) ‘Machiavelli: the Renaissance of the Art of War’, in Peter Paret 

(ed.), Makers of Modern Strategy: from Machiavelli to the Nuclear Age  New Jersey: 
Princeton University Press

Hultén, Karl Gunnar Pontus, (1968) The machine, as seen at the end of mechanical age           
New York, Museum of Modern Art; distributed by New York Graphic Society, Greenwich, 
Conn.

Jünger, Ernst (c1930) ‘Total Mobilization’ in Wolin, Richard (1991) (ed) The Heidegger 
Controversy: A Critical Reader  MIT Press

McNeill, William (1982) The Pursuit of Power: Technology, Armed Force and Society since AD 
1000  University of Chicago Press

Napoleon I, Emperor of the French (1861) The officier's manual; Napoleon's Maxims of war
New York

Paret, Peter (1975) Clausewttz and the State Oxford University Press
_____ (1986) ‘Napoleon and the Revolution in War’, in Peter Paret (ed.), Makers of Modern 

Strategy: from Machiavelli to the Nuclear Age  New Jersey: Princeton University Press
_____ (1986) (ed.), Makers of Modern Strategy: from Machiavelli to the Nuclear Age  New 

Jersey: Princeton University Press
Parker, Geoffrey (1996) The military revolution: military innovation and the rise of the West, 

1500-1800 Cambridge University Press
Pick, Daniel (1993) War Machine: The Rationalisation of Slaughter in the Modern Age Yale
Virilio, Paul (1985) ‘The Spirit of Defence’ Impulse Vol 11 No 4
_____ (1986) Speed and Politics: An Essay on Dromology  Semiotext(e)
_____ (1990) Popular Defense and Ecological Struggles Semiotext(e)
_____ (1996) ‘A century of hyper-violence’ Paul Virilio: an interview Economy and Society

Vol 25 No. 1 February

6)      THE PRISON

Main Texts    

Foucault, Michel (1977) Discipline and Punish,
the Birth of the Prison  New York

Foucault, Michel (1980) ‘The Eye of Power’ in
Power/Knowledge: Selected Interviews and
Other Writings, 1972-1977 (ed) Colin Gordon
Harvester Wheatsheaf  

Foucault, Michel (1997) ‘The Punitive Society’ in
Ethics: Subjectivity and Truth The New Press
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Foucault, Michel (1980) ‘Prison Talk’ in
Power/Knowledge: Selected Interviews and
Other Writings, 1972-1977 (ed) Colin Gordon
Harvester Wheatsheaf  

Summary     

What happens to people who go to prison?
Why do they go there?  How do prisons
function; internally, and in the context of society
in general?  In this session we will focus on the
broad question of “the police”.

Film       

Cool Hand Luke

Historical         Text    

Colquhoun, Patrick (1800) A treatise on the
police of the metropolis; containing a detail of the
various crimes and misdemeanors by which
public and private property and security are, at
present, injured and endangered: and suggesting
remedies for their prevention London, H. Baldwin
and Son

Supplementary Readings     

Barret-Kriegel, Blandine (1992) 'Michel Foucault and the Police State' in Michel Foucault, 
Philosopher (trans.) Timothy Armstrong Harvester Wheatsheaf

Beccaria, Cesare (1764) On Crimes and Punishments London
Bentham, Jeremy (1995) The Panopticon Writings Verso
Donzelot, Jacques (1979) The Policing of Families Hutchinson
Finzsch, Norbert and Jutte, Robert (eds) (1996) Institutions of Confinement: Hospitals, 

Asylums, and Prisons in Western Europe and North America, 1500-1950  Cambridge 
University Press

Foucault, Michel (1996) ‘On Attica’ in Foucault Live: Collected Interviews, 1961-1984 (ed) 
Sylvère Lotringer Semiotext(e)

_____ (1996) ‘What Calls for Punishment?’ in Foucault Live: Collected 
Interviews, 1961-1984 (ed) Sylvère Lotringer Semiotext(e)

_____ (1996) ‘Talk Show’ in Foucault Live: Collected Interviews, 1961-1984 (ed) Sylvère 
Lotringer Semiotext(e)

_____ (1996) ‘Confining Societies’ in Foucault Live: Collected Interviews, 1961-1984 (ed) 
Sylvère Lotringer Semiotext(e)

_____ (1996) ‘From Torture to Cellblock’ in Foucault Live: Collected Interviews, 1961-1984
(ed) Sylvère Lotringer Semiotext(e)  

_____ (1996) ‘The Impossible Prison’ in Foucault Live: Collected Interviews, 1961-1984 (ed) 
Sylvère Lotringer Semiotext(e)

Garland, David (1990) Punishment and Western society Chicago
Gordon, Colin (1987) 'The Soul of the Citizen: Max Weber and Michel Foucault on Rationality 

and Government' in Whimster, Sam and Lash, Scott, Max Weber, Rationality and 
Modernity Allen and Unwin

Kafka, Franz (1948) The penal colony, stories and short pieces, trans. by Willa and Edwin 
Muir  Schocken Books

Morris, Norval and Rothman, David J. (eds) (1995) The Oxford history of the prison: the 
practice of punishment in Western society  Oxford University Press
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Semple, Janet (1996) Bentham’s Prison: A Study of the Panopticon Penitentiary Oxford
Spierenburg, Petrus Cornelis (1984) The spectacle of suffereing: executions and the 

evolution of repression; from a preindustrial metropolis to the European experience 
Cambridge University Press

_____ (1991) The Prison Experience: Disciplinary Institutions and Their Inmates in Early 
Modern Europe  Rutgers University Press

7)      THE SCHOOL     

Main Texts    

Hunter, Ian (1994) Rethinking the School:
subjectivty, bureaucracy, criticism  Allen &
Unwin

Jones, Kevin. and Williamson, Karen. (1979)
‘The birth of the schoolroom’ in Ideology and
Consciousness 6, pp. 58-110

Summary     

Along with the production of healthy bodies,
positive discipline aimed to produce--to ‘make
up’--healthy minds.  Is the school anything other
than a moral and ideological state apparatus?
This session looks at the long struggle against
social ignorance, and places this within the moral
sphere of the modern state as it emerges through
the 18th and 19th centuries.

Film       

Zero for Conduct

Historical         Texts    

Colquhoun, Patrick (c1971) A new and appropriate system of
education for the labouring people Shannon, Irish University Press

Supplementary Readings     

Anonymous, (1805) Essay on the subject of education; together with a few propositions, of a 
practical nature, to be adopted by our respective churches, for the purpose of promoting 
moral and religious knowledge among the rising generation (Written at the request, and 
published by the desire of the South Consociation of Litchfield county).  Litchfield [Conn.],
T. Collier & Sons

Apple, Michael (1980) Education and power  Routledge
Bray, Charles (1849) The education of the feelings  London, Longmans
Brownscombe, Fred J. (c1908) State control of courses of study, with appendices on religious

instruction and the grading of school systems  New York, Silver, Burdett and company
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Callan, Eamonn (1997) Creating citizens: political education and liberal democracy Oxford, 
Clarendon Press

Clark, John King (1913) Systematic moral education: with daily lessons in ethics  New York : 
A.S. Barnes Co.

Garforth, Francis William (1980) Educative democracy: John Stuart Mill on education in society
Oxford University Press

Green, Andy (1990) Education and state formation: the rise of education systems in England, 
France, and the USA  New York, St. Martin's Press

Hatch, Roy Winthrop (1926) Training in citizenship  New York,C. Scribner's sons
Hawkes, Evelyn (1927) Social training as a curriculum problem New York
Holmes, Arthur (1913) Principles of character making Philadelphia & London, J.B. Lippincott 

company
Hunter, Ian (1993) ‘The Pastoral Bureaucracy: Towards a less Principled Understanding of 

State Schooling’ in Meredyth, D. and Tyler, D. (eds) Child and Citizen: Genealogies of 
Schooling and Subjectivity  Queensland

_____ (1993) ‘Culture, Bureaucracy and the History of Popular Education’ in Meredyth, D. and
Tyler, D. (eds) Child and Citizen: Genealogies of Schooling and Subjectivity Queensland

Jones, Vernon Augustus (c1936) Character and citizenship training in the public school; an 
experimental study of three specific methods  The University of Chicago press

Maurice, Frederick Denison (1839) Has the church, or the state, the power to educate the 
nation! A course of lectures  London, J. G. and F. Rivington

Melton, James Van Horn (1988) Absolutism and the eighteenth-century origins of compulsory 
schooling in Prussia and Austria  Cambridge University Press

Palmer, George Herbert (1909) Ethical and moral instruction in schools  Boston, Houghton 
Mifflin Co.

Peabody, Elizabeth Palmer (1874) Record of Mr. Alcott's school, exemplifying the principles 
and methods of moral culture  Boston, Roberts Brothers

Phenix, Philip Henry (1961) Education and the common good; a moral philosophy of the 
curriculum  New York, Harper

Reeder, Rudolph Rex (1933) Training youth for the new social order  The Antioch Press
Schroeder, Hermann Henry (1911) The psychology of conduct; applied to the problem of 

moral education in the public schools  Chicago, Row, Peterson & company
Sharp, Frank Chapman (c1917) Education for character; moral training in the school and home 

Indianapolis, The Bobbs-Merrill company
Sheldon, Walter Lorenzo (1900) An ethical Sunday school; a scheme for the moral instruction 

of the young New York, The Macmillan co.
Weber, Max (c1948) 'The Rationalization of Education and Training’ in Gerth, H.H. and Mills, 

C.Wright From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology Routledge

8)      THE FACTORY     

Main Texts    

Marx, Karl (c1934) Capital, Vol I  E.P. Dutton
& Co., Inc.  (Part 8)

Rusche, Georg and Kirchheimer, Otto (1967)
Punishment and social structure New York,
Russell & Russell

Meuret, Denis (1988) 'A political genealogy
of political economy' Economy and Society
Vol 17 No 2 May
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Summary     

“Industry”, “occupation” .. Giovanni Botero
proclaimed in the 16thC that a ‘citiy full of
tradesmen loves peace and tranquility’.  Given the
emerging narrative of a type of state policy that
invests in populations with a dual aim: that of
multiplying their productive forces without at the
same time making them more difficult to govern,
where better to witness this daemonic coupling
(facilitation in the context of discipline) than in the
factory?  Michel Foucault once asked, “Is it
surprising that prisons resemble factories, schools,
barracks, hospitals, which all resemble prisons?”
But is there something unique to the factory that
allows us to think, when we go there to work, that
we are not in fact going everyday to prison?

Film       

Germinal

Historical         Texts    

Anonymous (1914) How to manage men; getting the men behind new ideas
and management plans; how factory executives charge spoiled work, learn
men's earning power, fix wages and award increased pay; making the force
get in on time, read the rules and pull together  New York, A. W. Shaw

Saint-Simon, Henri, comte de (1975) Henri Saint-Simon (1760-1825): selected
writings on science, industry, and social organization   Holmes and Meier
Publishers

Supplementary Readings     

Blauner, Bob (1964) Alienation and freedom; the factory worker and his industry  University
of Chicago Press

Clarke, Allen (1899) The effects of the factory system  London, G. Richards
Coapman, John (1913) How to systematize your factory; steps by which a run-down factory

was put on a paying basis; how inventory was taken, stores listed and classified, buying
systematized, payroll compiled; how waste space was utilized and kinks in routine 
straightened  A.W. Shaw company

Cooke-Taylor, Richard Whately (1891) The modern factory system  London, K. Paul
_____ (1912) The factory system and the factory acts  London, Methuen & co.
Dean, Mitchell (1991) The Constitution of Poverty: Toward a genealogy of liberal governance

Routledge
Doray, Bernard (1988) From Taylorism to Fordism: A Rational Madness  Free Association
Earle, Edward Meade (1986) ‘Adam Smith, Alexander Hamilton, Friedrich List: The Economic 

Foundations of Military Power’, in Peter Paret (ed.), Makers of Modern Strategy: from 
Machiavelli to the Nuclear Age  New Jersey: Princeton University Press

Estey, James Arthur  (1928) The labor problem McGraw-Hill
Griffith, Grosvenor Talbot (1967) Population problems of the age of Malthus  New York
Haber, Samuel (1973) Efficiency and uplift: scientific management in the progressive era, 

1890-1920  Midway Reprints
Jaspers, Karl (1951) Man in the Modern Age Anchor Books
Joyce, Patrick (1980) Work, society, and politics: the culture of the factory in later Victorian 

England  Rutgers University Press
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Krygier, Martin (1979) ‘Saint-Simon, Marx and the non-governed society’, in Eugene 
Kamenka and Martin Krygier (eds.), Bureaucracy: the Career of a Concept London: 
Edward Arnold

Marcuse, Herbert (1964) One Dimensional Man Routledge and Kegan Paul
Melossi, Dario and Pavarini, Massimo  (1981) The prison and the factory: origins of the 

penitentiary system  Barnes and Noble Books
Miller, Peter and Rose, Nikolas (1990) 'Governing economic life' Economy and Society

Vol 19 No 1 February
Nelson, Daniel (1980) Frederick W. Taylor and the rise of scientific management  University of 

Wisconsin Press
Noble, D. (1984) Forces of Production: A Social History of Industrial Automation  New York
Pasquino, Pasquale (1991), ‘Theatrum politicum: The genealogy of capital-police and the state

of prosperity’ in: Burchell, et.al. (eds.), The Foucault Effect: Studies in Governmentality 
London: Harvester Wheatsheaf

Polanyi, Karl (1957) The Great Transformation Beacon Books (especially ‘Political Economy 
and the Discovery of Society’)

Rabinbach, Anson (1979) ‘The Aesthetics of Production in the Third Reich’ in Mosse, George 
L. (ed) International Fascism: New Thoughts and New Approaches Sage

Safley, Thomas Max and Rosenband, Leonard N. (1993) The Workplace before the factory: 
artisans and proletarians, 1500-1800  Cornell University Press

Saint-Simon, Henri, comte de (1976) The political thought of Saint-Simon / edited by Ghita 
Ionescu  Oxford University Press

Small, Albion M. (1909) The Cameralists: The Pioneers of German Social Polity  University of 
Chicago Press

Spengler, Joseph John (1980) French predecessors of Malthus; a study in eighteenth-
century wage and population theory  New York, Octagon Books

Thomas, Maurice Walton (1948) The early factory legislation; a study in legislative and 
administrative evolution  Thames Bank Pub. Co.

Thompson, Clarence Bertrand (1914) Scientific management; a collection of the more 
significant articles describing the Taylor system of management  Harvard University Press

Unabomber (1996) 'Industrial Society and it's Future' supplement to The Washington Post  
(widely available on the Internet)

Veblen, Thorstein (c1936) 'The Cultural Incidence of the Machine Process' in What Veblen 
Taught: Selected Writings of Thorstein Veblen (ed) Wesley Mitchell  Viking Press

Weber, Max (1930) The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism  HarperCollins
Westwood, Sallie (1985) All day, every day: factory and family in the making of women's 

lives  University of Illinois Press

9)      THE HIGHWAY

Main Texts    

Virilio, Paul (1986) Speed and Politics Semiotext(e)
_____ (1991) The Lost Dimension Semiotext(e)

Summary     

In this session we literally shift gear; to look at another dimension of “institutions” rarely, if
ever, taken into account--their temporal dimension.  Through the foil of looking at roads,
communications and highways, this session aims to come to grips with what French
philosopher Paul Virilio has called the ‘dromocratic revolution’; that is to say, the accelerative
take-off of the modern world.  How does “speed” become a disciplinary technology; how does
the pace of public life produce effects of domination, discipline and tranquility?  What is this
fascination we have with travel?  Has real society been replaced with cinematic society?  Are
we all simply ‘passengers in transit’?  What can this mean, and where is the State in the
production of “speed” as a discipline?
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Film       

Vanishing Point

Historical         Texts    

Marinetti, Filippo Tommaso (c1972) Selected
Writings (ed) R. Flint London

Supplementary Readings     

Baudrillard, Jean (1988) America Verso
Canetti, Elias (1973) Crowds and Power  

Penguin
Der Derian, James (1998) The Virilio Reader 

Blackwells
McLuhan, Marshall (1964) Understanding 

Media  Abacus
Toffler, Alvin (1970) Future Shock  London
Simmel, Georg (1950) ‘The Metropolis and
Mental life’ in Wolff, Kurt H. The Sociology of 

Georg Simmel Free Press
Vernon, Philip A. (ed) (1987) Speed of 
information-processing and intelligence 

N.J.: Ablex Pub. Corp.
Virilio, Paul (1993) ‘The Third Interval: A Critical Transition’ in Conley, Verena Andermatt (ed) 

Rethinking Technologies University of Minnesota
_____ (1995) ‘Interview’ in Rötzer, Florian (ed) Conversations with French Philosophers 

Humanities Press
_____ (1995) The Art of the Motor University of Minnesota Press
_____ (1995) ‘Red alert in cyberspace!’ Radical Philosophy
_____ (1997) Open Sky  Verso

10)      THE PLAYGROUND

Main Texts    

John Kasson (1978) Amusing the Million: Coney
Island at the turn of he century  NY

McCracken, Robert D (1997) Las Vegas: the
great American playground  University of
Nevada Press

Summary     

Funfairs, carnivals, parades, public houses,
cinemas, bowling alleys, discos, theatres,
television, the internet; in this session we look at
all those fun spaces of life, to ask how, if at all,
these spaces form something like an “institution”,
or an “institutional space”.  How do these
spaces play their role in the reproduction--the
over-production--of the order of things?
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Film       

They Live

Historical         Text    

Harbin, Elvin Oscar (c1940) The fun encyclopedia; a comprehensive,
all-purpose, entertainment plan-book for the home, club, school, church,
and playground  Nashville, Cokesbury press

Supplementary Readings     

Addams, Jane (1909) The spirit of youth and the city streets  Macmillan
Bristol, Michael D. (1985) Carnival and theater: plebeian culture and the structure of authority 
in Renaissance England  Methuen

Caillois, Roger (1961) Man, play, and games  Free Press of Glencoe
Cherfas, Jeremy & Lewin, Roger  (eds) (1980) Not work alone: a cross-cultural view of 
activities superfluous to survival  Sage

Culhane, John (1990) The American Circus: An Illustrated History  NY
Danow, David K. (1995) The spirit of carnival: magical realism and the grotesque   
University Press of Kentucky

Gulick, Luther Halsey (c1909) Popular recreation and public morality Boston
Heaton, Kenneth Lewis (1929) Character building through recreation; a training course in 
recreational leadership The University of Chicago

Huizinga, Johan (1970) Homo ludens: a study of the play element in culture   J. & J.
Harper Editions

Lincoln, Jennette Emeline Carpenter (1912) The festival book; May-day pastime and the 
May-pole; dances, revels and musical games for the playground, school and college  A. S.
Barnes company

National Recreation Association (1907-29) The Playground New York: Executive
Committee of the Playground Association of America

Pendry, Elizabeth Ruth (1935) Organizations for youth; leisure time and character building 
procedures McGraw-Hill

Pilat, Oliver Ramsay (1941) Sodom by the sea; an affectionate history of Coney island
  Doubleday

Sumberg, Samuel Leslie (1941) The Nuremberg 
Schembart carnival  Columbia

Weedon, Geoff  (1981) Fairground art : the art 
forms of travelling fairs, carousels and 
carnival midways  Abbeville Press

11)      THE FAMILY     

Main Texts    

Donzelot, Jacques (1979) The Policing of 
Families Hutchinson

Summary     

From where does the notion of the modern family
emerge?  How has the family been inscripted
within the moral geometry of the modern state?
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Film       

The Family Way

Historical         Texts    

Philips, Samuel (1861) The Christian home, as it is in the sphere of
nature and the church  New York: G. & F. Bill

Bookwalter, Lewis (1894) The family: or, The home and the training of
children  Dayton, O., United Brethren publishing house

Cross, Roselle Theodore (1886) Home duties; duties of husbands,
duties of wives, duties of parents, duties of children  Chicago: Fleming
H. Revell Company

Supplementary Readings     

Anshen, Ruth Nanda (ed) The family: its function and destiny  New York, Harper
Ariès, Philippe and Duby, Georges (general editors) (1987-1991) A History of private life  

Cambridge, Mass: Belknap Press
Breckinridge, Sophonisba Preston (1934) The family and the state, select documents The 
University of Chicago press

Cavan, Ruth Shonle (ed) (1965) Marriage and family in the modern world, a book of readings  
New York, Crowell

Coser, Rose Laub (ed) (1964) The family: its structure and functions St. Martin's Press
Elshtain, Jean Bethke (1982) The Family in political thought  Amherst: University of 
Massachusetts Press

Engels, Friedrich (c1986) The origin of the family, private property, and the state  Penguin 
Books

Goody, Jack (1976) Production and reproduction: a comparative study of the domestic domain
Cambridge University Press

Goodsell, Willystine (1924) A history of the family as a social and educational institution  New 
York: Macmillan

Gottlieb, Beatrice (1993) The family in the Western world from the Black Death to the industrial
age  Oxford University Press

Gutknecht, Douglas B. & Edgar W. Butler (ed) (1985) Family, self, and society: emerging 
issues, alternatives, and interventions  University Press of America

Kanipe, Esther Sue (1976) The family, private property and the state in France, 1870-1914 
Madison, Wis.

Kasson, John F. (1990) Rudeness & civility: manners in nineteenth-century urban
America  NY

Kirkpatrick, Clifford (1963) The family as process and institution New York, Ronald Press Co.
Laing, R. D. (1971) The politics of the family and other essays  New York, Pantheon Books
Leclercq, Jacques (1941) Marriage and the family, a study in social philosophy  Frederick
Letourneau, Charles (1891) The evolution of marriage and of the family   New York, Scribner
Lynch, Katherine A  (1988) Family, class, and ideology in early industrial France: social policy 

and the working-class family, 1825-1848  University of Wisconsin Press
Mount, Ferdinand (1992) The subversive family: an alternative history of love and marriage 

New York: Free Press
Pollak, Otto and Alfred S. Friedman (eds) (1969) Family dynamics and female sexual 

delinquency Palo Alto, Calif.
Rabb, Theodore K. and Rotberg, Robert I. (eds) (1973 )The Family in history; interdisciplinary

essays  New York, Harper & Row
Rappaport, Philip  (1906) Looking forward: a treatise on the status of woman and the origin 
and growth of the family and the state  Chicago, C. H. Kerr

Rapoport, Robert N  (1997) Families, children and the quest for a global ethic  Aldershot; 
Ashgate
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Ross, Jacob Joshua (1994) The virtues of the family Free Press
Segalen, Martine  (1986) Historical anthropology of the family Cambridge University Press
Schafer, Sylvia (1997) Children in moral danger and the problem of government in Third 

Republic France  N.J. : Princeton University Press
Shannon, C. L. (1989) The politics of the family: from homo sapien to homo economicus  New 
York : P. Lang

Thwing, Charles Franklin (1887) The family: an historical and social study  Boston, Lee & 
Shepard

Todd, Emmanuel (1985) The explanation of ideology: family structures and social systems  
Blackwell

12)      THE SELF     

Main Texts    

Rose, Nikolas (1996) Inventing our selves: 
psychology, power and personhood  
Cambridge University Press
_____ (1995) ‘Authority and the genealogy of 
subjectivity’ in Heelas, Paul, Lash, Scott, and 
Morris, Paul (eds) Detraditionalization Blackwell

Summary     

From where does conscience emerge?  Above
all, in the modern world, one has to “take account
of oneself”.  Where does the modern sense of
self emerge?  How is it that we regulate
ourselves in this world?

Film       

Guilt is my Shadow

Historical         Text    

Gérando, Joseph-Marie, baron de (1860) Self-education : or, The 
means and art of moral progress   Boston : T. Burnham

Supplementary Readings     

Ariès, Philippe and Duby, Georges (general editors) (1987-1991) A History of private life  
Cambridge, Mass: Belknap Press

Bryant, Sophie Willock (1887) Educational ends; or, The ideal of personal development New 
York, Longmans, Green, and co.

Elias, Norbert (1994) The civilizing process  Blackwell
Foucault, Michel (1997) ‘The Ethics of the Concern of the Self as a Practice of Freedom’, in 

Ethics: Subjectivity and Truth  The New Press
Hacking, Ian (1986) ‘Self-Improvement’, in Hoy, David C. Foucault: A Critical Reader  

Blackwell
Jambet, Christian (1992) ‘The Constitution of the Subject and Spirtual Practice' in Armstrong, 

Timothy (ed) Michel Foucault, Philosopher Harvester Wheatsheaf
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Joyce, P. (1994) Democratic Subjects: The Self and the Social in Nineteenth Century England
Cambridge University Press

Kinsman, Gary (1996) '"Responsibility" as a strategy of governance: regulating people living 
with AIDS and lesbians and gay men in Ontario' Economy and Society Vol 25 No 3 
August

Macfarlane, Alan (1979) The Origins of English Individualism: The Family, Property and 
Social Transition  Cambridge University Press

Marsland, David (1995) Self-Reliance: Reforming Welfare in Advanced Societies London: 
Transaction

Mazzini, Giuseppe (1892) An essay on the duties of man. Addressed to workingmen; 
written in 1844 and 1858 New York, Funk & Wagnalls

Miller, Peter(1992) 'Accounting and Objectivity: the Invention of Calculating Selves and 
Calculable Spaces' Annals of Scholarship 9 (1/2) p.61-86

Rose, N. (1990) Governing the soul: the shaping of the private self  Routledge
_____ (1992) 'Governing the Enterprising Self' in Heelas, P. and Morris, P. (eds) The 

Values of the Enterprize Culture - The Moral Debate Routledge
_____ (1995) ‘Identity, genealogy, history’ in Hall, Stuart and dy Gay, Paul (eds) Questions 

of cultural identity Sage
Sears, Laurence (1932) Responsibility, its development through punishment and reward 

Columbia University press

ASSESSMENT

There will be no examination for this unit.   The unit will be assessed in the
following way:

20% - seminar/discussion participation overall
30% - special assignment
50% - assessed essay

SEMINAR PARTICIPATION

1.  A general assessment will be made of your engagement with the seminar
overall.  General insight, enthusiasm and specific research contributions will be
assessed.  As stated earlier, the aim of the course is to be less and less like a
‘class’, and more like an advanced research group.  Hence there will be a heavy
emphasis on self-organization and innovation.

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT

1.  The special assignment is to write an “open letter”, to one of the historians,
philosophers, technicians or administrators we deal with on the course.  What
would you say if you had the opportunity to hold attention of someone like
Spinoza, Marx, Nietzsche, Foucault?  What would you say if you had the
opportunity to write to Paul Virilio?  What would you ask him about the world you
live in?

Consider this excerpt from a letter written by Niccolò Machiavelli to Francesco
Vettori in 1513,
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‘When evening has come, I return to mu house and go into my study.  At the
door II take off my clothes of the day, covered with mud and mire, and I put on
my regal and courtly garments; and decently reclothed, I enter the ancient
courts of ancient men, where, received by them lovingly, I feed on the food
that alone is mine and that I was born for.  There I am not ashamed to speak
with them and to ask them the reason for their actions; and they in their
humanity reply to me.  And for the space of four hours I feel no boredon, I
forget every pain, I do not fear poverty, death does not frighten me.  I deliver
myself entirely to them.’

What would you ask?  How would you open a dialogue?
Now you have a chance.
Guidance and suggestions will be provided.2  

THE ASSESSED ESSAY

1.  The assessed essay should be at least 20 pages  (excluding footnotes and
bibliography).  The essay will normally address one of the questions listed below.
Feel free, however, to reject this list and formulate your own concerns.  If you do
so, you are required to discuss this with me.3

2.  The essay should not be on the same topic as the seminar for which you
assume responsibility.  There is always a trade-off between breadth and depth,
but we are here to attack a range of issues.  Your knowledge of one issue will only
be supplemented by wider reading within the range of sources listed here.  Cast
your net widely.

3.  All essays must be word-processed, and properly formatted (i.e., footnote
style, bibliography, quotations and so on).  I will distribute a general handout on
essay writing/formatting.  You can ask me about this - or anything else - at any
time.

ESSAY QUESTIONS

1.  In what ways are the ‘processes of
populations’ (mortality, sexual and
reproductive conduct, general health) political?

2.  "Mercantilism", Weber remarked, means: " ..
running the state like a set of enterprises."  To
what extent was the development of a ‘set of
enterprises’ concerned with the government of
men (modern institutions) an excercise in a
new kind of ‘state mercantilism’ which only one
sees in the modern epoch?  Why do things come
together in the modern age, and not before?

                                                
2 Should be at least 10 pages.  Details to follow.  This assignment will be due at the end of week 4
3 This assignment will be due at the end of week 6
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3.  In the concept of ‘biopower’ Foucault
understood: “ .. a power bent on generating
forces, making them grow, and ordering them,
rather than one dedicated to impeding them,
making them submit, or destroying them.”  How
might such a conception of power help us to
understand the ways in which modern
institutions function?

4  "Life is the object of police: the indispensable,
the useful, and the superfluous.  That people
survive, live, and even do better then just that,
is what the police has to ensure." (Michel
Foucault, 1978 Lecture, Collège de France)
How might this statement force us to reconceive
our notions of ‘nuturing’, even ‘caring’?

5.  Foucault’s thesis in Discipline and Punish is
that the shift from spectacular to institutional
punishment was not, as is often claimed, a
triumph of humanism, but rather the fine-
tuning of the instruments of domination of the
State.  Discuss Foucault’s thesis with reference
to other institutions (schools, hospitals,
playgrounds, etc.). Is there similarity and
correspondance?

6  “Modern mind has become more and more
calculating.  The calculative exactness of
practical life which the money economy has
brought about corresponds to the ideal of
natural science: to transform the world into
an arithmetic problem, to fix every part of
the world by mathematical formulas.
Through the calculative nature of money a
new precision, a certainty in the definition
of identities and differences, an
unambigousness in agreements and
arrangements has been brought about in the
relations of life-elements - just as
externally this precision has been effected
by the universal diffusion of pocket watches
.. the technique of metropolitan life is
unimaginable without the most punctual
integration of all activities and mutual
relations into a stable and impersonal time
schedule.” (Georg Simmel, in Wolff, The
Sociology of Georg Simmel, p. 412)  We’ve
been concerned with space first and
foremost (the great confinement, the
regulation of space internal to the prison,
etc.), but what about the ways in which the
State has attempted to intervene at the
broader level of the “time schedule”?  We
cannot find clear institutions here, in the
same way as will prisons, asylums,
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hospitals and courts, but can we still
talk—in a Foucauldian sense—of the
institutionalization of time?

7.  “ .. each vehicular advance erases a
distinction between the army and
civilisation.” (Paul Virilio, Speed and
Politics, p. 106)  Are contemporary
societies merely ‘armies of speed’?

8.  To what extent does the territorialization
of 'deviancy' invite the tyranny of
'normality'?

9.  “No special proof is necessary to show
that military discipline is the ideal model
for the capitalist factory, as it was for the
ancient plantation.” (Max Weber, From Max
Weber, p. 261)  Discuss

10.  Do recent changes in the organization of
the factory floor (team working, just-in-
time, lean production) entail a relaxation of
the military origins of capitalist
production?

11.  “The reduction of distances has become a
strategic reality bearing incalculable economic
and political consequences, since it corresponds
to the negation of space .. In less than half a
century, geographical spaces have kept
shrinking as speed has increased .. The loss of
material space leads to the government of
nothing but time.” (Paul Virilio, Speed and
Politics: 133-4, 141)  We equate the erosion
of borders with the erosion of controls; the free
peoples of the world become global citizens.  But
is the momentum of globalization itself acting as
a new form of governance over the lives of
people?

12.  “As soon as it takes power, the Nazi
government offers the German proletariat sport
and transport.  No more riots, no need for much
repression; to empty the streets, it’s enough to
promise everyone the highway.  This is the
‘political’ aim of the Volkswagen, a veritable
plebiscite, since Hitler convinced 170,000
citizens to buy a VW when there still wasn’t a
single one available.” (Paul Virilio, Speed and
Politics, p. 25)  In the light of this statement,
what on earth can we think of the hysteria that
surrounds the birth of the information
superhighway?
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13.  “Normalization separates and excludes,
but it also ‘interns’.”  To what extent have
all members of modern society lost their
freedom in the context of efforts to codify,
secure, and organize the human animal?

14.  Should we be affraid of having fun?

15.  Is there any space that isn’t traversed
with discipline?

16.  “Is it surprising that the cellular
prison, with its regular chronologies,
forced labour, its authorities of
surveillance and registration, its experts in
normality, who continue and multiply the
functions of the judge, should have become
the modern instrument of penalty?  Is it
surprising that prisons resemble factories,
schools, barracks, hospitals, which all
resemble prisons?” (Michel Foucault,
Discipline and  Punish, p. 227-8)  Is
modern society, as Weber argued, an ‘iron
cage’?  Are me more or less free, and is
freedom a ruse?

17.  Can democratic 'rights' be validated in
such as way as to prevent our becoming
dominated by the social relations and
matrixes of power upon which they depend?

18.  “I decline to accept the end of man.”
(William Faulkner)  In the postwar period
humanity faced the real possibility of nuclear
extinction.  Or so it is said.  That technology of
domination, like so many others, has now
‘disappeared’.  What has replaced it, if
anything?

19.  “Gates’s vision of the future is looming up so
fast that, for many people, there may not be
time to react when it actually arrives.  That old
phrase about there only being two kinds of
pedestrian, the quick and the dead, may never
have been truer.” (Business Age, 1996, p.
107)  Is the information revolution truely
setting us free?  Is freedom something we can
throw ourselves into; a positive--always
progressive--universal objective?

20.  What can we understand by the closing of
hospitals, asylums and traditional factories?  Is
the contemporary world less ‘coded’ than in the
epoch described in detail by Foucault?  What
has happened to ‘disciplinary space’?  Will we
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see a similar procession of disappearances at
the level of global institutions, and if so, what
does that suggest about the nature of power in
our societies, and between our societies?

21.  “Is anything real anymore?”  Can we see the
blurring of the distinction between reality and
virtuality as a final threshold in the technical
specialization of the ‘art of government’?

22.  "The objects of police are the cheapness of
commodities, public security, and cleanliness ..
Under this head we will consider the opulence of
a state." (Adam Smith, Lectures on
Jurisprudence: 349)  In what ways does the
notion of the ‘invidible hand’ belie the fact that
state intervention has been a constant factor,
and also raise a question as to the notion of the
progressive ‘disappearance of the state’?

23.  What might we think of the debt that modern
liberalism owes to the ‘theory of police’?  What
does it mean for our conceptions of politics
when the domain of thought most often equated
with liberty finds its roots in that equated most
closely with tyranny?

24.  It is often said that man’s technical
control of the environment began with the
fight against the ravages of nature.  The
consequences of this technological/scientific
viewpoint (militaries, prisons, hospitals,
asylums, schools) are therefore merely the
benign and somewhat perhaps unfortunate
consequence of that original war.  If we try
to step beyond the violence of the modern
world, and its efforts to map and control the
human animal might this mean affirming the
right of nature to kill?  Does resistance to
the historical development of violence
actually depend upon our reconceiving our
own relation to health?

25.  “A normalizing society is the historical
outcome of a technology of power centered on
life.” (Michel Foucault, The History of
Sexuality: 144)  Think about this
statement in relation to the general
historical importance that the practice of
having a ‘lifestyle’ has had in our century.
Can we view the differentiation of the world
along these lines as itself a deeper form of
normalization, securitization and defeat?

26.  If something ‘disappears’, does that
always mean that it has been superseded, or
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is no longer effective and functional?  How
does Paul Virilio conceive ‘disappearance’?

27.  Does globalization equate with the
universalization of order; and if so, is that
necessarily a bad thing?

28.  “In all parts of the world, social
lodgings, the city-dormitory or port of
transit, implanted at the edges of cities,
highways or railways, the toll systems that
the government insists so strongly on
instituting at the very entrances to a capital
that selection is depopulating, the general
police headquarters set up right nearby -
this whole apparatus is only the
reconstitution of the various parts of the
fortress motor, with its flankings, its
gorges, its shafts, its trenches, admission to
and escape from its portals, the whole
primordial control of the masses by the
organisms of urban defense.” (Paul Virilio,
Speed and Politics, p. 15)  How central has
the whole question of urban planning been to
the project of universal order?

29.  Is freedom impossible within the context of
modern practices of ‘biopolitics’?

30.  Many people have talked about the end of
modernity with little to no knowledge of what
modernity was/is in the first place.  From your
reading over the course of this unit do you think
modernity has come, or is coming, to an end?

31.  "Foucault can only draw such an admirable
picture since he works at the confines of an area
(maybe a 'classical age', of which he would be
the last great dinosaur) now in the process of
collapsing entirely." (Jean Baudrillard, Forget
Foucault, p. 11)  Are our investigations on this
course only possible because the locus of power
has already moved on?  If so, is there any
relevance to reading Foucault?  Is there any
relevance to reading anyone?

32.  What is the relationship between the
knowledges that define an epoch or episteme, and
the institutions that operate within?

33.  When there is no ontological necessity that
security should translate as enclosure, why has
the practice of the former over the course of the
modern world led only to a form of the latter?
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34.  “The State’s political power ... is only
secondarily ‘power organised by one class to
oppress another’.  More materially, it is the
polis, the police, in other words highway
surveillance, insofar as, since the dawn of
the bourgeois revolution, the political
discourse has been no more than a series of
more or less conscious repetitions of the old
communal poliorcetics, confusing social
order with the control of traffic (of people,
of goods), and revolution, revolt, with
traffic jams, illegal parking, multiple
crashes, collisions.” (Paul Virilio, Speed
and Politics, p. 14)  The modern epoch has
been dominated by two political imperatives:
the control of circulation, and the control of
happiness.  In what ways does each
imperative depend on the other?

35.  “What “satanic mill” ground men into
masses?” (Karl Polanyi, The Great
Transformation, p. 41)  What does
Polanyi’s thesis of the implosion of the self-
regulating society tell us about the
possibilities of populations to resist the
dehumanizing effects of industrial
discipline?

37.  “ .. tomorrow there will be nothing but the
virtual violence of consensus, the simultaneity
in real time of the global consensus: this w i l l
happen tomorrow and it will be the beginning of
a world with no tomorrow.”  (Jean
Baudrillard)  Compare and contrast Francis
Fukuyama and Jean Baudrillard’s conceptions of
the ‘end of history’ and the ‘liberal peace’.

38.  Why do we enslave ourselves within moral
geometries?  Why do we allow our lives to be
governed?  Is the price of being spoken for
worth paying for the values of order, peace,
security and tranquility?  Can we conceive of
life lived not within the geometry of production
(the production of survival), but rather life
lived intensively, in the absence of al l
institutions?

39.  What role has psychotherapy had in the
emergence of the ‘disciplined self’?

40.  Is ‘everything dangerous’?
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“ .. what blindness, what deafness, what density of ideology
would have to weigh me down to prevent me from being interested

in what is probably the most crucial subject to our existence,
that is to say the society in which we live, the economic

relations within which it functions, and the system of power
which defines the regular forms and the regular permissions

 and prohibitions of our conduct.  The essence of our life
consists, after all, of the political functioning of the

society in which we find ourselves.”

— Michel Foucault


